
SMSC 

Opening Worlds: RE 

Spiritual  

In studying religion across multiple disciplines, the children will explore the various types of 

questions humans ask about religious origins, beliefs and practices. These include questions 

arising from philosophy, theology, social sciences and history, such as those related to the big 

idea that the Hindu story reflects. This will provoke inquiries into meaning, purpose and the 

nature of existence, while allowing them to examine how individuals from diverse 

backgrounds express and understand their faith. Furthermore, learning about and visiting 

examples of great religious art, architecture and music—works that have shaped our 

standards of artistic achievement—will inspire a sense of awe and wonder. 

Moral  
Within the RE curriculum, children will be introduced to the teachings and values upheld in 
various religions. By discussing these principles, they will learn about the importance of moral 
values and how these can guide behaviour in everyday situations. Through exposure to stories 
and examples drawn from religious traditions, the children will observe how choices and 
actions can affect others, thus building a sense of empathy, fairness and personal 
responsibility. This moral exploration will help them discern right from wrong while 
encouraging enquiries into how religious communities perceive matters of justice, as well as 
the insights into injustice that can be gained from their texts, art and practices. Moreover, 
this exploration will enable them to appreciate values beyond their own, promoting respect 
and empathy that align with broader principles, such as British values and protected 
characteristics. 
  
Social  
Throughout each unit, the children will investigate the similarities and differences across a 
range of religious beliefs and practices to develop an awareness of how these traditions have 
shaped societies over time. They will be invited to reflect on the significance of religious 
teachings in influencing societal values, thereby deepening their understanding of the role of 
faith in shaping our world. In each unit, the temporal, geographical and religious dimensions 
will be carefully taught, allowing the children to see the bigger picture and respect the 
complexity of their enquiries about the social impact of religion. Their social development will 
be evident in their ability to ask increasingly insightful questions while fostering awareness of 
how these questions have been influenced by their own assumptions. Additionally, the 
children will be encouraged to enhance their social skills through collaborative activities, such 
as joint projects, as well as through active listening and respectful dialogue. 
  
Cultural  
Across the Opening Worlds humanities curriculum, the children will learn how historical, 

geographical, religious and philosophical questions can deepen our understanding of cultures 

and beliefs. Through this broader context, they will develop empathy and understanding for 

individuals from a variety of religious and cultural backgrounds. Furthermore, by exploring 

festivals, traditions and practices from around the world, they will gain a better understanding 

of the cultural landscape of a diverse, modern Britain. The children will engage in cultural 



experiences and activities that encourage them to understand, respect and celebrate 

diversity while fostering a sense of global citizenship and appreciation for cultural heritage. 

This foundation in respect and cooperation will support their growth as active members of a 

multicultural society 

 


